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The Reproductive Behavior of the White-breasted Waterhen
on Dongsha Island
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ABSTRACT  This study focuses on the reproductive behavior of the White-breasted
Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus, the only resident bird species on Dongsha Island.
We used playback and applied infrared video cameras to investigate the response of
waterhen breeding pairs and monitor fledglings around birdbaths on Dongsha Island. We
found at least 46 breeding pairs of White-breasted Waterhens that spread across almost
the entire island. According to video recording, average fledgling number was 2.8+1.5
chicks per nest (n = 21) and suspected second broods were found at four monitoring
points. The breeding season on Dongsha Island extended from March to October, three
months longer than that of mainland Taiwan. The long breeding season might enhance
the occurrence of second broods. However, the residence status of waterhens on
Dongsha Island is still unsolved. Further study will be needed to check if any migratory
population appeared on the island.

Keywords: Dongsha Atoll National Park, fledgling, infrared video camera, playback
test, second brood
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